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Spokane River Regional Toxics Task Force 
Facilitated by the William D. Ruckelshaus Center (Chris Page and Kara Whitman) 

November 16, 2016 | 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Spokane County Water Resource Center | 1004 N. Freya Street | Spokane WA 

 
Attendees 

Voting Members and Alternates (* Denotes a Voting Member) 
Tom Agnew*, BiJay Adams –Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District 
Galen Buterbaugh* (phone) –Lake Spokane Association 
Mike LaScuola* –Spokane Regional Health District 
Don Keil*, Kris Holm (phone) –City of Coeur d’Alene  
Doug Krapas* –Inland Empire Paper  
Bud Leber*, Brent Downey –Kaiser Aluminum 
Lisa Manning*, Mike Zager –Kootenai Environmental Alliance 
Dave Moss*, Rob Lindsay –Spokane County 
Mike Petersen* –The Lands Council 
Elizabeth Schoedel*, Jeff Donovan –City of Spokane  
Dave McBride* (phone) –WA Department of Health 
Jerry White* –Riverkeeper  
 

Advisors 
Jim Bellatty, Adriane Borgias, Holly Davies, Ted Hamlin, Diana Washington –Dept. of Ecology (Ecology) 
Brian Nickel (phone) –Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Bryce Robbert –Avista  

 
Public/Interested Parties 

John Beacham –City of Post Falls 
Lisa Dally Wilson –Dally Environmental 
Dave Dilks (phone) –LimnoTech  
Ken Windram –Hayden Area Sewer Board 
 
Introductions and Agenda Review 
After introductions, Chris Page went over the agenda. No changes were made to the agenda. 
 
Previous Meeting Summary Review 
The Task Force reviewed the meeting summary from October 26th, 2016.  

DECISION: The Task Force accepted the 10.26.16 meeting summary. 

ACTION ITEM: Kara Whitman to post the Final Summary notes to the Task Force website. (COMPLETE) 
 
Monthly Sampling 
There are currently no updates from AXYS. Gravity was on the River sampling a few weeks ago, and has 
one more sampling event scheduled in December. Everything going as planned. The City of Spokane was 
also able to get an opportunistic stormwater sample during wet weather, which is at the lab for analysis. 
 
Q. When will the data be available? A. Dave Dilks will do the initial Quality Assessment (QA) check and 
then distribute to the Task Force. It will be posted to the Task Force website when available.  
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2015 Technical Activities Report 
LimnoTech sent a draft of the summary report for the 2015 synoptic survey, to the Task Force for review 
in June of 2016. The final issuance of that report got held up as LimnoTech waited for the Gravity field 
report. The final report did not have many changes from the June version: Adriane Borgias asked for 
more geographic information (including a new station map and latitude and longitudes) and requested 
other wording clarification, e.g. “semi-quantitative” loading analysis.  

C. Table 2 (flows for August 21st) is missing flow for Kaiser – need to update. Flow was 12.74 cfs.  

DECISION: The Task Force accepted the 2015 Technical Report with the minor edit noted above.  
 
2016 Monitoring 
Q. For 2016 data, are you scoped to provide a summary? A. There will be a scaled-down report as with 
the 2015 data, but no mass balance. Schedule: one month after last set of data from AXYS, late February 
for report. Report out at the March meeting. 
 
The City’s stormwater data is going to Pacific Rim for lab analysis. The City should have the results in the 
next couple of week. The Task Force would like to see this data when it is available. 

ACTION ITEM: Jeff Donovan will send the data to the Ruckelshaus Center and Dave Dilks, to be included 
in the 2016 monthly sampling data and posted on the Task Force website. (COMPLETE) 
 
EPA Decision on Washington’s Human Health Water Quality Criteria (HHWQC) 
Mary Lou Soscia (EPA) joined the meeting (by phone) so the Task Force could ask questions concerning 
EPA’s ruling on the State of Washington’s proposed HHWQC. She explained that EPA had ruled on 
November 15th 2016 on the Clean Water Act Action on Human Health Criteria that Ecology submitted on 
August 1st, 2016. EPA approved 45 standards and disapproved 44 standards. The new water quality limit 
on PCBs is 7 pg/L, much more stringent than the previous standard of 170 pg/L. EPA is working with 
Ecology to address concerns over implementation of the new rule. Mary Lou said that EPA would 
provide flexibility in implementation and allow for variances for meeting the new standards. 
 
The following link is to a fact sheet for the EPA’s update to its national recommended human health 
criteria (which is not specific to the recent action on Washington’s human health criteria). It includes a 
brief, general discussion of the relative source contribution. See Page 3: 
www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-10/documents/human-health-2015-update-factsheet.pdf 
 
Several members of the Task Force expressed that 7 pg/L is unattainable. The new rule means that every 
water body in Washington will be impaired for PCBs. The technology is not available to address this 
standard, nor to measure it. This will have severe implications for dischargers and may put a larger 
burden on the public. Task Force members also expressed concern that the new criteria will set up the 
State and its dischargers for failure on the water quality standard compliance schedule.  
 
Some Task Force members also expressed concern over how EPA conducted the economic analysis for 
the new standard; the analysis suggests that the new standard would only impact a few waste water 
treatment plants (WWTPs), and for the most part have no large economic impact. Given the dischargers 
are currently spending over a quarter of a million dollars per year on PCB testing, this does not seem 
realistic. Brian Nickel explained that EPA conducted the economic analysis by looking at Discharge 
Monitoring Report data (not Ecology PCB source assessment data), and this is a potential gap. Mary Lou 

http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-10/documents/human-health-2015-update-factsheet.pdf
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explained that they sampled 17 facilities (both WWTPs and Industry), and mainly focused on the Methyl 
Mercury financial impact. 
 
Mary Lou explained that EPA knows that addressing toxics is hard work, and that this is a longer-term 
process that depends on technology improvements. EPA is confident that this kind of criteria will push 
the technology development. 7 pg/L is the goal, and these criteria can help move towards goals to 
protect human health. Mary Lou explained that she is not the expert on this topic and that Matt Szelag 
and Angela Chung could provide the Task Force more information at a future meeting (January). 
 
Other Q&A/Comments 

 C/Q. Many comments on this rule were submitted, raising many of these same issues. When will the 
response to these comments be available to the public? A. Do not know, possibly at the same time 
the rule gets published in the federal register (around the end of December). Mary Lou will let the 
Task Force know as soon as the responses to comments are available. 

 Q. How did EPA decide which criteria to keep or add? A. EPA approved 45 criteria judged as 
protective of human health for fish consumption, and disapproved 44 criteria it deemed not 
protective. EPA based all decisions on protecting a health at a high quantity of fish consumption, 
consistent with the Tribal fish consumption rates (10-6 risk level, using body weight info, and a 
relative source contribution of .5). 

ACTION ITEM: Chris Page to connect with Matt Szelag and Angela Chung about attending an upcoming 
Task Force meeting. (COMPLETE) 
 
Comprehensive (Comp) Plan 
The Task Force spent much of the remaining meeting time working through the Draft Comprehensive 
Plan. In addition to many minor grammatical and spelling edits, the Task Force made the following more 
substantive edits/additions to the Comp Plan, to be incorporated by Dave Dilks following the meeting: 

 Table of Contents: add a Table of Acronyms 

 Executive Summary: 
o Edited the last sentence of paragraph 1.  
o Paragraph 3, added a reference to Section 3.2 table 5. 

 Section 2.4.1: edited last sentence of paragraph 1 to say “current Washington” …, and added a 
paragraph to Section 2.4.1, page 10: “Upstream in Idaho the current State Water Quality Standard 
for total PCBs is 190 pg/L. Downstream, where the Task Force has not conducted sampling, the 
Spokane Tribe of Indians currently has a Water Quality Standard of 1.34 pg/L. As of November 15, 
2016, the EPA Administrator has signed a rule establishing a Water Quality Standard of 7 pg/L for 
Washington’s waters.” 

 Table 5: added a footnote: “Advanced treatment technologies are currently being installed for the 
Dissolved Oxygen TMDL that will likely result in reductions of PCBs to the Spokane River.” 

 Section 3.2.2: Deleted paragraph 2 (redundant), and edited paragraph 3: added the following to the 
paragraph (second to last sentence): “These values lead to a net movement of PCBs out of the water 
column and into the atmosphere, i.e., no net loading of PCBs from the atmosphere to the water 
column.” 

 Section 6.2: Added a sentence to the last paragraph: “It needs to be recognized that the Task Force 
does not have the authority to impose requirements, but can make recommendations to the 
appropriate jurisdictions or agencies on the following control actions.” 

ACTION ITEM: Tom Agnew and Mike Petersen to draft a Comp Plan cover letter or press release for Task 
Force consideration at the December meeting. (COMPLETE. Update: The Task Force on December 7th did 
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not approve the Press Release, but decided to have the Education and Outreach Work Group refine the 
Press Release for discussion at the Technical Track Work Group (TTWG) meeting in January, for hopeful 
approval at the January Task Force meeting). 
 
Comprehensive Plan Vote: Voting Quorum Reached. 9 of 13 voting members present in the room, 2 of 
the 13 attended by phone; two contacted after meeting. 

DECISION: The Task Force accepted the Comp Plan with the edits discussed (and made to the text) at 
the Task Force meeting and others to be added by Dave Dilks after the meeting. (Please note that the 
conference line went down during the decision on the Comp Plan, with the Ruckelshaus Center 
immediately contacting those Task Force members attending by phone or not able to participate.) 

 Spokane County: Approved 

 Liberty Lake Sewer and Water District: Approved 

 Inland Empire Paper: Approved 

 Kaiser Aluminum: Approved 

 City of Spokane: Approved 

 Spokane Regional Health District: Approved 

 Lands Council: Approved 

 Riverkeeper: Approved 

 City of Coeur d’Alene: Approved 
The following were disconnected by phone and contacted after meeting: 

 Washington Department of Health: Approved over email 

 Lake Spokane Association: Approved over email 

 Kootenai Environmental Alliance: Approved over email 
The following entity was not in attendance, and was contacted after meeting: 

 Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
Events and Outreach, Funding 
EPA and Ecology currently have several open funding opportunities, generally applicable to non-profits. 
Task Force could support proposals from individual entities. ACE is also a nonprofit and could apply, e.g. 
for large watershed grants available. Keep an eye out for these grants (usually more than a couple 
hundred thousand dollars, no predictable date). The Task Force needs to be strategic and coordinate 
grant proposal submissions so as not to compete with each other for limited funding.  

ACTION ITEM: Task Force members should alert the Ruckelshaus Center if their entity would like to 
request a letter of support from the SRRTTF for a grant proposal. 

ACTION ITEM: Individual entities and ACE to look at the grant opportunities and determine if any appear 
appropriate for the Task Force or one of its individual entities. With the Comp Plan complete, the Task 
Force will need to target grants for the work of implementing it. For funding water quality-related 
analysis, consider looking to foundations. 
 
Updates and Announcements: 

 Education and Outreach work group meeting December 7th, 2016 at Riverkeeper. 

 Data Management Work Group meets November 17th. 1-3 pm at Ecology to look through the 
database management proposals submitted. 

 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) work group meeting: 8-10am at Ecology on Nov. 17th 

 Policy 1-11 workshop occurs the same day as the December Task Force meeting. Suggestion to 
cancel the December 14th meeting to allow Task Force members to attend the workshop. Could hold 
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a phone call to accept the Comp Plan press release, or do this at the Dec. 7th TTWG meeting – make 
that also an official TF meeting for this (so must post draft by November 30th). 

DECISION: The December 14th Task Force meeting will be canceled so Task Force members can attend a 
Policy 1-11 workshop. The December 7th TTWG meeting will also be an official Task Force meeting to 
review, and potentially accept a press release/cover letter drafted by Mike Petersen and Tom Agnew, 
that would accompany the public release of the Comp Plan. 

ACTION ITEM: Ruckelshaus Center (Kara Whitman) to send an announcement on the change in the 
meetings and the information regarding the policy 1-11 workshop. (COMPLETE) 
 
Announcements, continued 

 The comment period is open on the draft permit for bridge/ferry terminal washing. It does not 
address PCBs. Individual TF members can send comments on the permit if they wish; comment 
period ends on December 2, 2016. Permit covers paints and washing, focusing on metals. 
Riverkeeper will look into this. Can send email to the TSCA group about this.  

 Solid Waste Handling Rule: draft going out for another public review, information is on the Task 
Force website. A new draft will be out in a few weeks with a formal comment period through the 
end of January. 

 Holly Davies: report on PCBs in consumer products – will be published today 11/16/16, out 
tomorrow. Agenda in February? Holly will send the final report to Ruckelshaus Center. 

 
No public comment 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The next combined Full Task Force meeting and TTWG Meeting will be held on December 7th, 2016 at 

the Department of Ecology from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
 
 


