SRRTTF Education and Outreach

VISION

The Vision/Goal of Task Force education and outreach is ultimately a literate public that is an active partner in Toxics prevention in the Spokane River. A literate public can:

· describe what PCBs are;
· explain what the sources of PCBs are, including legacy sources and inadvertent sources;
· recognize pathways for PCB contamination to the Spokane River;
· recognize how their personal behavior may contribute to PCB sources to the Spokane River and demonstrate what they can do to reduce or eliminate PCB sources to the Spokane River (stormwater, waste stream etc);
· articulate the risks associated with PCBs in the environment and in the food chain (fish advisories);
· explain the purpose of the Task Force and articulate what the Task Force is doing with its direct to implementation approach to toxics;
· recognize that there are cutting edge technologies available to mitigate PCB presence (i.e. fungi and mushrooms, castor oil and black walnut shells, Xenon filtration etc);
· explain that while there is still a long way to go there have been significant strides made to clean up point and non-point sources of PCBs and other toxics. (trends in cleanup over time)
· demonstrate that they are an active partner in prevention of toxics substances such as PCBs from entering the Spokane River through stormwater runoff, waste streams and other pathways.

Current/Past PCB Education and Outreach (Task Force members): the Team will keep a running list of all education and outreach activities.
Task Force:

· Task Force Posters (3 panels. Panel 1 “The Challenge of PCBs in the Spokane River”; Panel 2 “Members of the Community, Stewards of the River” (about the Task Force, vision, timeline etc); Panel 3 “Task Force Activities”.
· Editorial: “Practical approach needed to keep PCBs out of Spokane River” April 10, 2015 http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2015/apr/10/editorial-practical-approach-needed-to-keep- pcbs/
· Pullman High School video interviews. Interviews need to be turned into ~5 minute YouTube clips.




City of Spokane:
· New page added to the City’s web site in the last two weeks on PCBs and wastewater/stormwater: https://my.spokanecity.org/publicworks/wastewater/pcbs/. This page
also links to the Task Force website (srrttf.org) and includes links to the new PCB product testing and the City’s current adaptive management plan.
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· The City has starting planning for a short video piece on PCBs for City Cable 5 that will also shared via the web and social media.


Spokane County:
· The County has created a PCB informational poster which has been well received by members of the Task Force that have seen it.
· Included a PCB informational insert in sewer bills to ~45,000 customers.
· Sent letters to their pretreatment customers requesting a 30-minute meeting with each to review concerns of PCBs in the Spokane River and offer ideas for how they might proactively evaluate their facilities and processes. (what has the response been to these letters?)
· Planning to have two 20-minute presentations titled "What is the Spokane River Regional Toxics Task Force?" at our Saturday May 16 Open House at the Water Resource Center.
o	Adriane Borgias has agreed to do the presentation. The presentation will be mentioned at an April Task Force meeting. This short presentation will provide a test run for local community outreach about the Task Force. The presentation will be simple -- how did SRRTTF come to be, what is its purpose, what has it been doing? (With the recent ruling impacting the future of PCB loads in the Spokane River, how will the future path and purpose of the Task Force be impacted?)
The following Spokane County outreach activities are specifically supportive of our NPDES Toxics Management Plan.
 
· Hired a Communication Specialist in April 2014 – Toni Taylor
· Participate in SRRTTF PIO committee (now this Education and Outreach Team)
· Updated County web presence to include PCB information
· Passed procurement practices ordinance that allows for PCB testing of products, similar to City of Spokane and state
· Developed and sent out PCB primer to all County Wastewater Reclamation Facility customers via bill insert
· Developed PCB poster graphic for WRC and other venues
· Conducted an open house at the County Water Resource Center, including PCB poster information, in November 2014
· Conducted an open house at the County Water Resource Center, including PCB poster information AND a presentation by Ecology about the purpose and scope of SRRTTF, in May 2015
· Conducted coordination meeting with other municipal WWTP, including City of Spokane and Liberty Lake, regarding outreach to commercial and pretreatment customers
· Prepared and sent a letter to our Pretreatment customers in March 2015.  Followed up with on-site visits to discuss area PCB research and potential TMDL.
· Made presentations at PNWIS and Spokane River Forum regarding results of track down sampling and treatment efficiency
· Provided in-kind and financial support to local EnviroStars program, a local source control/waste minimization program aimed at businesses
 



Ecology: (lot more to add here, this is just one that popped up recently)

· ECOconnect “Tackling Toxics: PCBs in common products are a concern in Spokane – and across Washington” http://ecologywa.blogspot.com/2015/04/pcbs-in-common-products-are-concern- in_9.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Ecoconnect+% 28ECOconnect%29




Lands Council:

Main efforts:

Over the past 10 years, TLC has met face to face with individuals regarding PCB's and other toxics in the Spokane River, including over 5000 surveys, posted or distributed an estimated 8,000 health advisories, and educated over 15,000 people in the Spokane,, as part of our Ecology Public Participation Grants.

Last year we constructed 3 storm gardens in the Shadle Park neighborhood, designed to keep stormwater on site and prevent it from entering the Spokane River either during overflows, or through the waste water treatment plant. For that effort we went door to door and met with or left information at over 1600 homes and businesses.

This year we are going door to door in the Riverton neighborhood, located in the eastern part of Spokane with information about PCB's and stormwater.


Spokane Regional Health District:

PCB Related Education and Outreach Efforts by Spokane Regional Health District

Recent Activity:
The Lands Council (TLC) Interactive Spokane River Kiosk
· $1500.00 Funding provided to TLC for language translations
· Review of “Test” questionnaire for TLC Interactive Kiosk
· Reference contact for consultation in TLC Interactive Kiosk

PCB Education Activities since 1995 to present:
Spokane River Kiosks with PCB fish advisory information, referrals and routine maintenance located at:
· State Line River Access
· Starr Rd River Landing
· Harvard Rd River Access
· Barker Rd River Access
· Plantes Ferry Park River Access

Fish Advisory Consultations and Website Information:
· Local Health Jurisdiction(LHJ) contact for public consultation on Spokane River Fish Advisory
· Annual review and revision of Spokane River Fish Advisory
· Periodic updates Spokane River Fish Advisory to Local Board of Health
· Local Health Jurisdiction contact for DOH/ATSDR health effects consultations regarding PCB’s
· LHJ representative for PCB workshops, forums, and public meetings specific to the Spokane River
· DOH/SRHD Fish Advisory brochure posted to SRHD website: http://www.srhd.org/documents/Enviro_Public_Health/SpokaneFishAdvisory-brochure.pdf

Local Source Control – PCB Education Activities:

· Educated business owners & managers regarding the levels of PCBs in the Spokane River fish during LSC visits since 2008 through discussion and materials provided
· Materials distributed include:
· Protecting Our Water: How small businesses can help clean up the Spokane River brochure (Ecology & SRHD) (See attached file above)
· Ecology PCB page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/pbt/pcb.html
· Toxic Chemicals and Heavy Metals in the Spokane River – A Public Guide (Spokane River Forum & Center for Justice publication)
http://spokaneriver.net/public-guide-2/public-guide/ (Electronic version on SRF website)





Innovation and Research: (could be highlighted in education and outreach)
City of Spokane
· Proceeding with projects included in the City’s Integrated Clean Water Plan that will continue to reduce PCBs going to the River.
o	Broke ground on a 900,000 gallon tank on NW Blvd last month to capture combined sewer overflow from CSO Basin 6 in the Shadle area. They also have 2 other tanks that are nearing completion, and a third that is midway through construction on Sprague Ave.
· Testing two membrane technologies as part of the City’s efforts to add an additional level of treatment at the wastewater treatment facility. Here’s a recent blog post on that
effort: https://my.spokanecity.org/news/stories/2015/03/24/testing-technology-at-the-treatment- plant/
· Evaluating how to replace products that the City uses that tested high for PCB concentrations.


Other Resources

Puget Sound Toolkit: http://www.psp.wa.gov/econet_PSSH.php. This site contains numerous open source public outreach materials designed to foster behavior changes in the Puget Sound related to stormwater. Some of these materials, with some alterations, may meet Task Force needs.
