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July 28, 2021 – SRRTTF Meeting
Karl M. Rains

Environmental (in)justice
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“People from disadvantaged 
populations are more likely to be 
employed in occupations with higher 
levels of exposure and to live in more 
highly contaminated communities.”
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WASHINGTON TRACKING NETWORK (WTN)
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WASHINGTON TRACKING NETWORK (WTN)
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State Average 80.5 years
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WASHINGTON STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
TASK FORCE 
DECEMBER 3, 2020 
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Ensure reporting processes are 
accessible...

Increase awareness of reporting systems 

Ensure accessibility…multilingual formats, 
phone reporting, and systems navigators…

Ensure compliance with existing laws and 
policies on nondiscrimination (Title VI, ADA)

RECOMMENDATIONKEY RECOMMENDATIONS
 EJ in Strategic Plans  

 Required EJ analysis

 Accessible Environmental Reporting 

 Supplemental Environmental Projects 

•Executive Order 12898
•Title VI Civil Rights ActFederal

•2021 HEAL Act (ESSB 5141)State

•Executive PolicyEcology
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PLANNING
• Community Engagement Plan

• EJ Implementation Plan

• Tribal Consultation Process

• Budget Development Process

HEAL Act (ESSB 5141)State

IMPLEMENTATION

• EJ Assessments

• EJ Council & Interagency Work Group

• Community Engagement

• Tribal Collaboration

HEAL Act (ESSB 5141)State
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LIMITED SCOPE

1. Legislative rule development

2. New grant & loan programs

3. Capital projects, grants, or loans of at least $12 million 
Transportation projects, grants, or loans of $15 million

4. Agency request legislation

EJ ASSESSMENTS

REPORTING
• Metrics 

• Dashboard

• Council Progress

HEAL Act (ESSB 5141)State
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TIMELINE

TASK ECOLOGY
Council Convenes (1/1/2022)

Community Engagement Plan 7/1/2022

Report to EJ Council 9/1/2022 

Implementation Plan in Strategic Plan 1/1/2023

Budgeting EJ Principles Implemented 7/1/2023

EJ Assessments & Reporting Implemented 7/1/2023

Publish Dashboard Report 9/1/2024

Defining additional Significant Agency Actions 7/1/2025

Environmental Justice

…who is involved & who isn’t ?

…who benefits & who is burdened ?

Does our work reduce disparities 
for overburdened communities & 

underserved populations ?
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